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How Does Divorce in Florida REALLY work?

Divorce laws change and Divorce is

different from state to state. So, how "So many people our age are divorced
does Divorce in Florida really work? and dating again, they're Char:%mg my
Here are some basics for you to consider. class reunion to a prom!.

First there is a jurisdictional issue:

you have to be a Florida resident for

at least six (6) months prior to filing

a Petition for Dissolution of Marriage.

It's amazing how many people plan

their next chapter, sell their house or

relocate from their house first, and then

find out that because the moving truck

is on its way out of state, that means they are no longer a Florida resident at the time of the Divorce.
So, here’s a tip: Do NOT relocate out-of-state before filing the Petition for Dissolution!

People are also surprised to hear that that in Florida, Divorce is NO-FAULT, meaning that you don't
air your dirty laundry in public. Unlike the laws in some other states, you don't have to prove that
your spouse behaved badly to qualify for filing for Divorce. That means that adultery, physical abuse,
substance abuse and/or any other deficiency is generally irrelevant, UNLESS the misconduct
is responsible for a dissipation (i.e., waste) of the parties’ marital assets or the conduct is detrimental
to the health or safety of the parties’ children when there is a dispute about with whom they should
reside. In fact, there are only two grounds for obtaining a Divorce in Florida: 1) the marriage
is irretrievably broken; or 2) one spouse has been adjudicated incompetent for a period of at least
three (3) years preceding the filing of a Petition for Dissolution!

Another surprise for people unfamiliar with Florida law is that Common-Law Marriage is not
recognized unless such an arrangement has been continuous since 1968 (which, as the years
continue to tick by has become increasingly less likely). That means that, for those couples who
have lived together as if they were married but never obtained a formal marriage license, they will
not have the same rights and obligations as a married couple if their relationship subsequently ends.
Thus, if you are living with your “significant other” with the expectation that you will have some
entitlement to share in his/her assets and/or receive Alimony if and when your relationship ends,
you may want think about whether Florida is the right place for you to continue living. This goes for
same-sex couples, too.
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